
The Problem. MedStar Washington Hospital Center is a teaching hospital with

1,362 medical staff, 1,719 nurses, and 30 residency and fellowship programs with 342

residents and fellows. (FY 2013 data.) They contribute a significant number of

articles, posters, and conference presentations to the body of medical literature. How

can we keep track of them all?

Old system. Librarians developed a weekly auto alert that scanned Medline for

potential articles from local authors. They then culled the list for matches and

converted brief Medline citations to HTML. Problems: citations didn't have

departments, no name authority control, no mesh terms, not easily searched. When

the library staff wanted to compile the list into an annual bibliography, the list was

not much help.

Introducing a Citation Manager. In 2012, the library started using Reference

Manager to track citations. Now librarians could upload entire Medline records,

including abstracts, as well as other scholarly activities such as poster presentations.

They also standardized authors' names and added department affiliations. Producing

the annual bibliography got much easier to produce.

But: The list still isn't readily accessible. What to do?

Koha to the Rescue. In 2013, the library replaced its ILS with Koha. Since Koha is

open source software and designed to be infinitely configurable, it was relatively easy

to modify its templates to different bibliographic formats. Now the Local Authors

Catalog can be searched from anywhere in the hospital, and can be searched by author,

journal, article title, department, and many other fields.

Why Koha? Koha is free to download and install, and the library was using it anyway.

Modifying an existing system was more time- and cost-efficient than acquiring a new

system that library users and the library sysadmin would have to learn.

How is it Used? The MedStar Foundation has shown potential donors what research

is being done at the hospital. Residents have looked up what their attending physicians

have written. Medical students can see which departments and physicians they would

like to work with. Public Relations, the Center for Excellence in Nursing, and

individual departments all use the catalog to demonstrate the quantity and variety of

MedStar’s contribution to the field of medicine.

Adapting Koha for use as a Local Authors Catalog

Conferences, Posters, and Books, Oh My! Information on presentations

and other scholarly activities is entered directly into Reference Manager. It

can be exported and converted to modified MARC format the same way the

Medline citations are processed. The challenge of modifying standard

MARC records for books or book chapters written or edited by local authors

has yet to be resolved.

Problems and Other Considerations

How to keep the list of names to search up to date? People come and go; it’s easy

to remove their names when their articles no longer show a MedStar

affiliation, but finding new names is more difficult if the Medline citation

doesn’t show all the authors’ institutions.

The process is time-consuming. Some steps can probably be streamlined, but

checking authors’ names and affiliations in journal articles takes time.

Standardizing names and adding departments is another bottleneck.

The catalog is only available within the hospital’s network. For security reasons,

the Koha server is behind the hospital’s firewall. The library is exploring

options to make it more widely available.

Dates and scope are limited. Journal citations currently go back to 2012; other

activities are cataloged starting in 2013. The collection is limited to authors

at MedStar Washington Hospital Center, MedStar National Rehabilitation

Network, MedStar Institute for Innovation, and MedStar Health Research

Institute. Adding previous years’ publications and expanding the catalog to

include authors from other MedStar institutions will take time.

How to Do It

1. Run a weekly Medline autoalert. Export the list as a text file with enough 

information to match possible authors.

2. Go through the list looking for possible local author matches. In 2014, 

Medline began including the institutional affiliation of  all the authors, which 

makes looking for MedStar authors much easier. Copy the PMIDs into a 

separate file.

3. Search the possibly-match PMIDs in Medline. Export to a file that includes 

all fields needed in both Reference Manager and Koha.

4. Verify that the articles are written by local authors. Most journals will let you 

look at the authors’ affiliations even if  access to the article is blocked. If  the 

article isn’t by a local author, delete the citation. If  the article is by a local 

author and it’s available online, add a link to the article. Delete the non-local 

authors from the Full Author Name field.

5. Add name authority control and department affiliations. The text 

replacement program looks for variations of  the authors name, converts it to a 

standard form, and adds the department. Names that aren’t in the replacement 

table are tagged as NOT FOUND and are added to the replacement table.

6. Import the citations into Reference Manager

7. Convert Reference Manager tags to MARC tags.

8. Remove duplicate department tags, add other data to MARC record.

9. Compile the citations into an upload file with MarcEdit.

10. Upload to Koha.

From an Ovid Medline Record…

…to a modified Koha MARC record.Author Catalog: Search Results

Author Catalog: Single Record

Library Catalog: Search Results

Library Catalog: Single Record

Fred King, Medical Librarian, 

MedStar Washington Hospital Center

Fred.King@medstar.net

With profuse thanks to my fellow MWHC librarians 

Jory Barone and Layla Heimlich

For More Information

About Koha: 

http://www.koha-community.org

About this project:

http://www.philobiblios.net/koha


